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year was a bit more challenging than
usual with difficulties associated with
entering data into a new website inter-
face. The patience demonstrated by
compilers is commendable and didn’t go
unnoticed. 
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Coverage of Hawaii was exceptionally
good with all 12 regular count circles
and a new count on the island of Lanai.
The inaugural count for Lanai Circle
tallied 707 birds of 24 species. In addi-
tion, Johnston Atoll was counted after a
hiatus of 12 years. Winter weather con-
ditions this year were closer to normal
across the Hawaiian chain. 

Johnston Atoll showed high counts
for Red-tailed Tropicbirds (846, must
have been quite a sight!) and Red-footed
Boobies (2305). These and other species
of seabirds recolonized or increased after
the island became a refuge following the
closing of the Air Force Base there in
2004. In the Northwestern Hawaiian
Islands, a high count 122 Tristram’s
Storm-Petrels on Laysan perhaps can be
attributed to their greater visibility
resulting from die-back of the flood-
damaged shrubs under which the birds

nest. Only one Short-tailed Albatross
was tallied, on Midway. A Lesser
Frigatebird, from the South Pacific, was
counted again this year on Laysan,
which also hosted a total of three
“Brewster’s” Brown Boobies, an eastern
Pacific subspecies. 

Although low numbers of the
common Northern Pintail and
Northern Shoveler were reported from
around the state this year, there was a
good turnout of unusual species. Two
Cackling Geese were reported, one from
the Kapaa Circle (Kauai Is.), the other
from North Kona (Hawaii Is.). A Brant
showed up on Midway. Species with
high counts included European Wigeon
(12 on Midway), American Wigeon (2
on Midway and 11 in N. Kona), Green-
wing Teal (9 in Kapaa, 2 in Honolulu,
and 7 in North Kona), and Ring-necked
Duck (11 on Molokai).

It was a banner year for Hawaiian
Moorhens, with high counts on three of
the four circles where the species would
be expected: Kapaa (387) and Waipio
(9) on Kauai, and Honolulu (59).
Hawaiian Coot and Hawaiian Stilt
appeared in moderate numbers, except
for high counts of 138 coots on Molokai
and 263 stilts at Kapaa. Noteworthy
migrant shorebirds included a Gray-
tailed Tattler on Laysan and a Curlew
Sandpiper at Waipio (Oahu). The high

count of 85 Cattle Egrets on Midway
indicates an increasing population there,
despite control efforts. Johnston Island
also reported five Cattle Egrets of a
newly established population.

Two raptor species had unusual flights
to the islands this year. Peregrine Falcons
appeared across the State: Midway (3,
but possibly just 2 birds), Laysan (1),
Molokai (2), and Iao, Maui (1).
Significantly, six Short-eared Owls were
observed together on Midway. The
count of 11 Short-eared Owls on
Johnston Is. reflects the recent coloniza-
tion by this bird. 

The most exciting news from this
year’s CBC was the detection of four
Millerbirds on Laysan Island. Extinct
there for decades following the nearly
complete destruction of its habitat by
rabbits, the Millerbird was reintroduced
this year from Nihoa Island to the now
rabbitless and mostly restored Laysan.
Another highlight was the count of 21
Akiapolaau on the Keauhou segment of
the Volcano Circle, including three
family groups with two young each—
extraordinary reproductive success for
this Hawaiian honeycreeper.

There were too many high counts of
nonnative birds to report here. New
records for count circles included Black
Francolin (1) on the Waipio Circle,
Mitred Conure (24) on the North Kona
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Circle, a within-state vagrant Northern
Mockingbird on French Frigate Shoals,
Common Waxbill (54) on the North
Kona Circle, and Yellow-fronted Canary
on the Waimea (1) and Waipio (1) circles. 

Four of the five Pacific region count
circles were covered this year, missing
only Rota Island. Guam Rail was added
to the Southern Guam Circle, seen
during the count week on Cocos Island
where it was just introduced, in
November 2010. Two Spot-billed
Ducks were a new vagrant species for the
Southern Guam Circle. Other unusual
species included a Common Redshank
on Saipan and a Pectoral Sandpiper on
the Dededo Circle, Guam.
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This year 28 circles were covered in
Mexico and two from Belize. A total of
534 observers were active in the field,
counting 186,191 birds in these two
countries. In Mexico we added a new
circle, Playa Blanca-Barra de Potosi,
Guerrero (MXPB), which is wonderful

since we did not have any circles from
the Guerrero State.

Circles with the richest number of
bird species recorded were San Blas,
Nayarit (252 species); Punta Gorda
(231) and Gallon Jug (182), both circles
from Belize; Oaxaca de Juarez, Oaxaca
(173); Coast of Central Veracruz (167)
and Alamos, Sonora (166). The circle
with the highest numbers of individuals
were La Cienega de Chapala, Jalisco
(45,867 birds); San Blas, Nayarit
(18,724), and Madera, Chihuahua
(14,468). Birds species tallied in highest
numbers were Yellow-headed Blackbird
(42,326) in La Cienega de Chapala;
Sandhill Crane (8213) in Madera; and
Sinaloa Crow (4124) in San Blas.

Several compilers have been docu-
menting local causes of bird declines,
which is interesting to share, since the
Christmas Bird Counts are indeed an
excellent tool to demonstrate what is
going on in the field with birds, the
status of several populations, and their
trends. This information should be con-
sidered in conservation efforts and
developing plans for each circle’s region.
The following are the compilers’ com-
ments on declining issues.

From Lee Jones, Punta Gorda Belize:
“This year we recorded both the lowest
number of species and the lowest number
of individuals since the count began in
2000. This was due to low participation
and the fact that Aguacaliente lagoon was
flooded and, thus, inaccessible on foot. As
a result we missed several species of water-
fowl and waders that we normally get, and
we recorded record lows for others. One
species that was inexplicably scarce this
year was Wood Thrush with only eight
recorded. Previously, we had recorded
between 32 and 88 Wood Thrushes,
with an average of 51.8 per year.”

From David MacKay, Alamos,
Sonora: “A factor that needs to be men-
tioned is the effect the previous
February’s frost had on a huge portion of
the habitat in the count circle. Nearly a
year after the killing frost we are just
beginning to see the depth of the
damage, which is extreme in many areas.
Certainly there must be far less food
available, and areas typically covered
with dense vegetation, including ripar-
ian areas, are essentially void of cover for
birds. It will be interesting to see how
things recover and what lies ahead for
the birds in coming years.”
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From Bryan Sharp, Durango: “We
saw considerable declines in the number
of individuals in the vast majority of
species, especially waterbirds. The
reason is obvious: drought. Durango
suffered its worst drought in nearly 100
years in 2011, and it showed in the
results of our count. Hopefully we will
have a good rainy season in 2012.”

From Suzanne Winckler, Rancho
Ecológico Monte Mojino, Sonora: “The
state of Sonora was heavily impacted by
a severe three-night freeze on February 2
to 4, 2011. Large columnar cacti, large
trees (e.g., mauto, Ficus, palo santo,
tampiceran) were killed or heavily
damaged. Bird observers in southern
Sonora have noted a general decline in
abundance of numerous resident and
migratory species this winter, and the
count certainly reflects this general
impression, especially with reduced
numbers of trogons, Gila Woodpeckers,
hummingbirds, Rufous-backed Robins,
Brown-backed Solitaires, magpie-jays,
and warblers.”

From Terry Brownell, San Carlos,
Sonora: “Habitat destruction continues
to be the number one factor in declining
land birds. Land birds in general were
poorly represented in quality and quan-
tity, although the weather in the north
should have been driving them down
south. In terms of temperature, this was
among the coldest counts, with highs
barely breaking 60 degrees on most days.
Shorebirds continue to decline in volume
as well as loons and grebes, both of which
are now hard to find. Boobies were also
scarce and (only) a single Magnificent
Frigatebird was a bit of a shock.”

Thanks to all participants for this
season’s Belize and Mexico CBC efforts!
Thanks also for your dedicated observa-
tions and for sending the documenta-
tion needed. Thanks to the compilers
for putting all the information together.
Special thanks also to compilers for their
very valuable notes on special aspects of the
count, which are indeed very important! 

I wish all of you a wonderful counting
next year. Please keep contributing to
this meaningful effort!
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It was another highly successful CBC
season in Latin America south of
Mexico, with a total of 45 counts sub-
mitted: Guatemala (3), Nicaragua (2),
Costa Rica (8), Panama (4), Colombia
(21), Ecuador (6), and Trinidad (1). Two
new counts are included in the 112th
count from the region, both in
Colombia: Planes de Neira, Caldas; and
Chingaza P.N.N., Bogota. There were
no counts submitted this season from El
Salvador, Brazil, Chile (even the Drake
Passage count due to funding restric-
tions), or Antarctica. We hope for the
inclusion of some of the missing areas in
future years!

Despite the fact that there are “only”
45 counts included south of Mexico and
Belize, it’s amazing to consider that, due
to the incredible species diversity in the
Neotropics, around twice as many
species were tallied all told (well over
1000) compared to the cumulative total
of all counts in the United States and
Canada (which usually stands around
650). Additionally, many neotropical
migrant species from the northern
regions of North America are also tallied
on Latin American CBCs. Yet it is also
true that while the species diversity can
be amazing in Costa Rica or Ecuador,
the total number of birds encountered is
often very low (and many of those are by
voice only)! Following are a few exam-
ples of neotropical migrants to total
species, plus total numbers of birds
found on the counts, that stand out this
season.

Observers at Monteverde, Costa Rica,
tallied 286 species and 3449 birds, 45 of
which are neotropical migrants, includ-
ing 18 species of North American breed-
ing wood-warblers. Meanwhile Costa

Rica’s Pacific Rainforest Aerial Tram-
Carara Reserve count tallied 382 species
and 11,103 birds, 102 of which were
migrants from the north, with 21
species of wood-warblers. Moving
southward into South America, in
Colombia the Cordillera Occidental,
Valle del Cauca count tallied 160 species
and 1398 birds, with 12 northern
migrants including six species of wood-
warblers, while observers at Reserva de
Planalto, Caldas turned up 149 species
and 1181 birds, 34 of which were
neotropical migrants, including species
of wood-warblers. The Colombian
counts are conducted by fewer observers
and nearly exclusively on foot, which is
part of the reason for their lower species
tallies. The two counts that in recent
seasons have vied for top honors overall
in species tally are both in Ecuador, the
Mindo-Tandayapa count and the newer
Yanayacu circle. This season the dedi-
cated group at Mindo tallied 432 species
and 11,462 birds, yet despite that stellar
tally (and due to where migrants winter,
not to the skill of the observers!) “only”
31 northern migrants with five species
of wood-warblers were found. Despite
Mindo’s long-standing run at Number
One for number of species, in the 112th
CBC the top species tally goes to the
hard-working observers at Yanayacu,
Ecuador, with a stellar 492 species and
5578 birds, including, 27 neotropical
migrant species (including seven species
of wood-warblers). But, let’s also look at
some of the other groups included in
this impressive list; 43 species of hum-
mingbirds, 33 species of antbirds and
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Peruvian Antpitta (Grallaricula peruviana)
female, Yanayacu, Ecuador.
Photo/Rudy Gelis



relatives, 65 species of flycatchers, and
an amazing 68 species of tanagers and
relatives—more tanagers or flycatchers
in this tally than the full total on many
CBCs in the United States and Canada!

Compiler comments are often highly
illustrative of the conditions and results
on counts in a given season, and here are
a few pertinent observations.

From Joel Alvarado compiler of the
La Selva, Costa Rica count: “This year
our 27th count was greatly affected by
the bad weather (52 mm rainfall from
08:00 to 16:00). Even though we had a
good participation of many highly qual-
ified observers, this effort concluded in a
total of 340 species and 11,639 individ-
uals … the cumulative species list (for
the whole circular area) now stands at
520. Three new species were added to
the list this year: Aythya affinis (Lesser
Scaup), Vanellus chilensis (Southern
Lapwing), and Setophaga discolor (Prairie
Warbler) … This year we hosted 105
counters, and most were Costa Ricans.
Participants included representatives of
various organizations (OTS, MINAE-
ACCVC, UNA, UCR, Costa Rican
Ornithological Society, Rara Avis Lodge,
Selva Tica Biological Station, Bijagual
Ecological Reserve, Tirimbina
Rainforest Center, Lapa Verde Refuge,
and Naturalist Guides of Sarapiquí) as
well as independent guides and amateur
birders.”

Knut Eisermann is compiler of all
three of the current counts in
Guatemala: Antigua, Atitlan Volcano,
and Tikal. “At Antigua, a total of 1380
birds of 122 species was detected … The
most abundant birds … were (in
descending order of abundance): Black-
capped Swallow, Gray Silky-flycatcher,
Wilson’s Warbler, Band-tailed Pigeon,
Rufous-collared Robin, Green Violetear,
Townsend’s Warbler, Tennessee Warbler,
Band-backed Wren, Black Vulture,
Bushy-crested Jay, White-eared
Hummingbird, Brown-backed Solitaire,
Acorn Woodpecker, and Ruby-throated
Hummingbird. … Several range-
restricted bird species of the north
Central American highlands were
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recorded during the CBC, including
Pink-headed Warbler, Rufous
Sabrewing, Green-throated Mountain-
gem, Wine-throated Hummingbird,
Blue-throated Motmot, Bushy-crested
and Black-throated jay, Black-capped
Swallow, Rufous-browed Wren, Rufous-
collared Robin, and Blue-and-white
Mockingbird. 

“At Atitlan Volcano, a total of 5344
birds of 239 species was recorded. …
The most abundant species … (in
descending order of abundance):
American Coot, Great-tailed Grackle,
Red-legged Honeycreeper, Blue-
throated Goldentail, Tennessee Warbler,
Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Black
Vulture, Northern Rough-winged
Swallow, Yellow-winged Tanager, Green
Violetear, Orange-fronted Parakeet,
Cattle Egret, Townsend’s Warbler,
Barred Parakeet, and Wilson’s Warbler.
… Most of the other endemics of north-
ern Central American highlands were

recorded on the count day, including
Azure-rumped Tanager, Pink-headed
Warbler, Black-capped Siskin, Wine-
throated Hummingbird, Highland
Guan, Blue-throated Motmot, Rufous
Sabrewing, Green-throated Mountain-
gem, Rufous-browed Wren, Black-
throated Jay, Bar-winged Oriole, and
Rufous-collared Thrush. … Noteworthy
was an Olive-sided Flycatcher, which is a
rare wintering bird in Guatemala, and
two Redheads at Lake Atitlán. 

“At Tikal, a total of 1935 birds of 171
species was recorded. … The most
abundant species … were (in descending
order of abundance): Montezuma
Oropendola, Magnolia Warbler, Brown
Jay, White-crowned Parrot, Lesser
Greenlet, Keel-billed Toucan, Red-lored
Parrot, Wood Thrush, Mealy Parrot,
American Redstart, Gray Catbird,
Northern Bentbill, Thrush-like
Schiffornis, Melodious Blackbird, Pale-
billed Woodpecker, Masked Tityra,

Yellow-throated Euphonia, Collared
Aracari, Spot-breasted Wren, Olivaceous
Woodcreeper, Social Flycatcher, and
Black-and-white Warbler…Noteworthy
was a Crested Eagle, which was seen
near the center of the archeological site,
two Swainson’s Warblers, two Lovely
Cotingas, and a Gray-headed Kite. Two
Orange-breasted Falcons were seen in
Tikal’s center.”

In Panama at the Atlantic Canal
Zone, compiler Darien Montanez
reports: “Some areas (including Dock
45 Road, Parachute Drop Area, parts of
Gatun) are permanently lost because of
the expansion of the canal and other
development. We also had a very poor
turnout. Most of our current Audubon
members live on the Pacific side and few
go birding on the Atlantic side any
more. For the first time, the Atlantic
count finished behind the Central and
Pacific count circles.”

In summary, many congratulations
and tremendous thanks to the partici-
pants and organizers of all CBCs every-
where in Latin America for a job well
done.

WEST INDIES/BERMUDA
Bahamas, Bermuda, Cuba, Dominican Republic,
Haiti, Jamaica, Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands 
Robert L. Norton
8960 NE Waldo Road

Gainesville, FL 32609

corvus0486@aol.com

The region’s 18 CBCs reported 307
species, representing about 68 percent of
all species recorded from the region.
Allowing for this increase is the addition
of two new, important circles: Hiacacos,
Cuba, and St. Elizabeth Parish, Jamaica,
which contributed greatly to the data-
base on endemics as well as migrants. 

Jamaica’s Mountainside, St. Elizabeth
Parish, is also a new count area for that
island and continues the CBC tradition.
Les Cayes, Haiti, has repeated for the
third consecutive year, which is very
encouraging. Improved coverage from
these major islands will go a long way to
ensure local awareness and conservation
efforts. It is my hope that additional
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Bicolored Antvireo (Dysithamnus occidentalis) female at nest, Yanayacu, Ecuador.
Photo/Rudy Gelis

Common Potoo (Nyctibius griseus), Mindo-Tandayapa, Ecuador.  Photo/Rudy Gelis



counts can be developed in coming years
throughout the region to fill gaps in our
coverage.

Among the regional endemics, the
West Indian Whistling-Duck numbers
(79) were encouraging, as were numbers
of White-cheeked Pintail (1259), Ruddy
Duck (149), and Masked Duck (4),
which are increasing on the Puerto Rico
Bank. A Garganey at Bermuda is note-
worthy. Least Grebe also seems to be
exploding on the Puerto Rico Bank,
where 31 out of 112 in the region were
counted. Greater Flamingo (137) was
reported from only one location,
Anegada, where a reintroduction has
taken hold.

Piping Plovers (14) were widespread
in the Bahamas, and Snowy Plovers (22)
were concentrated at Anegada, British
Virgin Islands, where they are known to
breed. Short-eared Owls (2) are becom-
ing more frequent on Puerto Rico and
in the region as evident from other sea-
sonal reports. 

Eleven species of hummingbirds were
recorded this winter indicating good sur-
vivorship through the cyclone season.
The two counts on Hispaniola (HTLC
and RDPE) recorded 29 White-necked
Crows, 26 and three, respectively,
showing persistence in view of localized
persecution from farmers. Palm Crow
numbers (9) were fewer but nearly equal
for the same areas. Critically threatened
Golden Swallows seemingly are only reli-
able from Puerto Escondido, Dominican
Republic during CBCs. On the other
hand, Cave Swallows (2811) are doing
well on Puerto Rico. Bicknell’s Thrush
(2), another threatened migrant that
overwinters in the region at Hispaniola,
was noted along with a pair of La Selle
Thrush on the RDPE count. Bermuda
had a rare sighting of MacGillivary’s
Warbler. Only two counts (Bermuda and
Cuba) out of 18 did not record a
Bananaquit (1519), the most commonly
reported species in the region. Puerto
Rico’s listed, endemic Yellow-shouldered
Blackbird numbered 168, well down
from a max count (1334) 38 years ago in
1973. This is a worrying trend.

As noted, long periods of record are
valuable in assessing trends of endemic
birds as well as migrants. Encouraging
more participants, including young
people from conservation programs

administered by schools or park systems,
will continue to make the CBC mission
and conservation efforts a success.
Thanks to all for your continued
involvement.
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Cuban ornithologists are very capable and eager to contribute to the knowledge and
conservation of a shared resource. We welcome Cuba, which has been absent from
annual counts for the last 35 years.  Photo/Ernesto Reyes


