
season. Vesper Sparrows were noted only
in southern west Tennessee, with one in
Fayette County and 18 at Savannah.
Reelfoot Lake reported the lone Le
Conte’s Sparrow in the state this season.
Reports of Lincoln’s Sparrows derived
only from Memphis, where three were
reported, and Hickory-Priest, where one
was noted. Reelfoot Lake amassed more
than 2000 Lapland Longspurs this year;
this grassland species was noted on just two
other counts totaling three individuals.

Nashville contributed a well-
described Indigo Bunting to the state
species total. Western Meadowlarks were
once again noted only at Reelfoot Lake.
Rusty Blackbirds were reported on few
counts (13) and were scarce with just
464 individuals being reported. Brewer’s
Blackbirds were even scarcer, with 66
showing up on just four counts.

Irruptive finches were low in
numbers: only 97 Purple Finches were
counted and were thinly dispersed across
17 counts; Red Crossbills were noted in
low numbers on only three montane
counts in the far east of the state; and
siskin reports came from three counts
that were spread across the state, with
three being noted in Savannah, six in
Nashville, and 170 at Roan Mountain.

Gratitude is once again due the hun-
dreds of observers and the two dozen
compilers who make the CBCs happen.

MISSISSIPPI/ALABAMA
Larry Gardella 
6407 Merritt Court

Montgomery, AL 36117

tapaculo@knology.net

David King
1917 Vicklan Street

Vicksburg, MS 39180

kingd@canufly.net

There were 25 counts in the two-state
region this year, with eight in Alabama
and 17 in Mississippi. This number was
down three from last year, with
Cullman, Eagle Lake, and Tuscaloosa
not reporting in. Observers recorded a
total of 213 species, which is two more
than last year and a little over the 10-
year average. Mississippi recorded 199

species and 183 were found in Alabama.
Southern Hancock County ran away
with the prize for the most species at
156. This is the first time that a count in
the region has substantially passed the
150-species mark since before the
coastal devastation of Hurricane Katrina
in 2005. Jackson County came in
second at 143 followed by Gulf Shores
at 138. The high non-coastal count was
(again) Eufaula N.W.R. at 127.
Fourteen of the 25 counts in the region
counts broke the 100-species barrier. 

Just shy of 1,000,000 total birds were
found, which is about two-thirds of the
recent average. Gulf Shores had the
greatest number of birds (roughly
272,000). Waterloo, at 118,000 was the
only other count to have more than
100,000 birds. The main reason for the
low numbers is that massive flocks of
blackbirds and Snow Geese did not
show up within the count circles this
year. Southern Hancock County and
Wheeler N.W.R. each had the highest
totals in the region with 41 species, fol-
lowed by Jackson County with high
numbers for 22 species. Southern
Hancock also had the highest number
of species (8) not found on any other
count.

The weather in November and
December was warmer and drier than
usual. The warm weather also extended
to much of the eastern United States.
The lack of frozen lakes to the north of
us was a likely reason for the low
numbers of waterfowl reported on many
of the counts. 

Highlights: The biggest highlights
this year included four species that were
new state or region records for the CBC:
a Purple Sandpiper and a Saltmarsh
Sparrow at Southern Hancock County,
a California Gull at Guntersville, and a
very cooperative Painted Redstart at
Jackson County. These were all excellent
finds.

Though total waterfowl numbers
were about half that found for many
species, a total of more than 10,000
Greater White-fronted Geese found on
nine counts mostly in the Mississippi
Delta was the largest number ever found
on CBCs in the region. The only
Cackling Geese found were five at
Arkabutla Lake. Six Surf Scoters were
reported at Gulf Shores and 25 Black
Scoters were found at Southern
Hancock. Fifty Northern Bobwhites at
Eufaula plus five each at Waterloo and
Southern Hancock were the most found
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in the region in many years. A Pacific
Loon was notable at Gulf Shores. An
inland Brown Pelican at Grenada was
unusual, but continues a minor trend of
recent years of this coastal species
showing up at random inland locations. 

Nine Reddish Egrets were at
Dauphin Island, a Green Heron was at
Gulf Shores, and a dark ibis sp. was at
Jackson County. Ospreys were more
widespread than usual, being found on
11 counts. Two unusual raptors were
reported: a Rough-legged Hawk at
Wheeler N.W.R. and a Golden Eagle at
Noxubee N.W.R. Wheeler also reported
seven Whooping Cranes (for the fifth
consecutive year.) Twenty Snowy Plovers
were reported at Dauphin Island. A
Wilson’s Plover on the Southern
Hancock County count was the first on
a CBC in more than a decade. Jackson
County reported 60 Black-necked
Stilts. Wilson’s Snipe were found in
single digits on many counts, but more
than 1200 at Southern Hancock
brought the region’s total up to near
average numbers. A Parasitic Jaeger at
Southern Hancock was another first in
over a decade. Arkabutla Lake reported a
Thayer’s Gull for the second year in a
row. A Lesser Black-backed Gull at
Southern Hancock was a fourth year in
a row for the region, but the previous
three had been at Gulf Shores.

The only inland White-winged Dove
reported was one at Montgomery. Inca
Doves continue to be found along the
western edge of the region with three at
Natchez (sixth year) and one at
Southern Hancock County (second
year). The only Short-eared Owl was
one at Arkabutla Lake. Wintering hum-
mingbirds are slowly returning to pre-
Katrina levels. Gulf Shores reported an
impressive three Black-chinned
Hummingbirds and a Calliope was a
Birmingham. Ten Rufous Hummingbirds
were reported on four counts. 

Southern Hancock reported two
Vermilion Flycatchers, and Gulf Shores
had a Western Kingbird. Loggerhead
Shrikes are not doing well nationally
but have generally been thought to be

doing reasonably well in our region.
Several counts reported them in low
numbers, and this year the region’s total
is about 15 percent below the five-year
average. This may just be a normal fluc-
tuation, but deserves some attention.
Eleven White-eyed Vireos were
reported on six counts, with inland
reports from Lauderdale County,
Corinth (2), and Eufaula. Multiple
counts reported low numbers of both
kinglets. A Yellow Warbler was on the
Jackson County count, a Black-and-
white Warbler at Eufaula N.W.R., and a
Northern Waterthrush was a Wheeler. 

Jackson County reported the only
Grasshopper Sparrows (4) and the only
Henslow’s Sparrows (66). Jackson had
the only Lincoln’s Sparrow. Le Conte’s
Sparrows were reported on eight
counts, with an impressive 17 at Sardis
Lake. Lapland Longspurs were found
on four counts, with 275 at Arkabutla
Lake, four at Moon Lake, four at
Wheeler N.W.R., and one at Noxubee
N.W.R. A Western Meadowlark was
found in the Mississippi Delta (the most
likely area) at Dahomey. A Bronzed
Cowbird was found on the Southern
Hancock count. Vicksburg had a
Baltimore Oriole. Several counts
reported low numbers of American
Goldfinch. Finally, Nutmeg Mannikins
were found along the coast for the
second year in a row with one at
Dauphin Island.

Thanks to all who participated in this
great effort. See you next year.

MICHIGAN 
John L. Trapp
4776 Erie Drive

Buchanan, MI 49107

birdsetcetera@gmail.com

Well-documented rarities in
Michigan this year included a Ross’s
Goose at Hartland (three reports in the
preceding 10 years), an Eared Grebe at
Hudsonville (2), a Black-legged
Kittiwake at Muskegon (2), a Rufous
Hummingbird at Grand Rapids (2), an
Eastern Phoebe at New Buffalo (6), a
Brown Thrasher at Iron River (14; this

first report for the Upper Peninsula in
46 years is a fitting tribute to David
Tiller, founder and longtime compiler of
the Iron River count, who passed away
in January 2012), a Lincoln’s Sparrow at
Anchor Bay (3), and a Rose-breasted
Grosbeak at Alpena (6).

In the remainder of this review, I
focus attention on species whose popu-
lations, as reflected in CBC results,
seemed to be above or below what was
expected based on historical CBC
results. Thus, the population of a species
was considered “changed” (i.e., substan-
tially above or below average) if the
number reported was more than one
standard deviation above or below the
average of the preceding 10 years. Of the
147 species reported, 41 (28 percent)
were above average, 18 (12 percent)
below average, and 86 unchanged. The
proportion of species in above-average
numbers was twice as high for water-
birds (41 percent) as it was for land birds
(20 percent), suggesting that unseason-
ably mild temperatures in the weeks pre-
ceding the count period yielded numer-
ous ice-free wetland habitats.

Few Ross’s Geese have been seen on
Michigan CBCs (four in 3 of the last 30
years), so one at Hartland was especially
notable. The 219 Trumpeter Swans on
17 counts was down slightly from last
year’s high of 228, but still well above
the 10-year average of 132. Gadwall,
with 1774 birds at 18 localities (includ-
ing 861 at Monroe), eclipsed the old
mark of 1406 set in 2006. Northern
Shoveler was off the charts with 4492
birds at eight localities (a whopping
4333 of them at Muskegon
Wastewater), shattering the previous
record of 1583 and well above the
average of 261. Eight localities reported
34 Green-winged Teal, nearly three
times the average and the highest total in
10 years. The 45 Black Scoters at three
localities was a new high and nearly four
times the average. The 4429 Buffleheads
was the highest count on record, the
3928 Red-breasted Mergansers was 2.5
times the average and the highest tally in
28 years, and the 996 Ruddy Ducks was
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nearly twice the average. Countering the
general trend of average to above-average
waterfowl populations were American
Black Duck (down 43 percent), Mallard
(down 23 percent), and Ring-necked
Duck (down 63 percent).

With the exception of Red-throated
Loon (present in average numbers), all
of the regular loons and grebes were
present in unexpectedly high numbers:
Common Loon (41 birds vs. 10-year
average of 19, highest count in 10
years), Pied-billed Grebe (47 vs. 26,
highest tally in 10 years), Horned Grebe
(169 vs. 69, highest sum in 20 years),
Red-necked Grebe (31 vs. 14, highest
count in five years), and an Eared Grebe
at Hudsonville was just the seventh
Michigan CBC sighting in 30 years and
the third in the last 10 years. Great Blue
Heron and Black-crowned Night-Heron
were both present in unexpectedly low
numbers, with the 300 Great Blues less
than half of last year’s numbers and the
fewest in 11 years and the 10 Black-
crowneds barely a quarter of last year’s
total and the fewest in 10 years. 

The 102 Turkey Vultures was an
unusually high tally, being about four

times the average and representing a new
high count. Bald Eagles made an
impressive showing; the 504 birds on 54
counts being the second-highest
Michigan CBC total, eclipsed only by
the 525 birds in 2008. Northern
Goshawks are never detected in large
numbers on Michigan CBCs, but the
four reported this year was slightly fewer
than expected in an average year. Red-
shouldered Hawk was present in record
numbers this year (42 birds vs. a 10-year
average of 23), the most remarkable
being a nicely documented individual at
Les Cheneaux in the Upper Peninsula.

Following a 10-year hiatus, three
Virginia Rails were reported, two at the
Allegan State Game Area and one at
Beulah, the latter locality being remark-
ably far north for mid-December. The
5864 American Coots reported was 2.6
times above average and the fifth most
in the last 18 years. Sandhill Cranes have
appeared in variable but generally
increasing numbers on Michigan CBCs
since their first appearance in the mid-
1980s, but the 3530 birds seen this year
is unprecedented, being well above the
10-year average of 853 and shattering

the previous (2007) record of 1915
birds. While five might not seem like an
impressive number of Purple
Sandpipers, it is nevertheless consider-
ably above the Michigan CBC average
of one and the second-highest tally in
the last 14 years. 

Black-legged Kittiwake is unexpected
in Michigan in winter, there being just
six CBC records since 1982, so one at
Muskegon was a good find. Fifteen
counts produced an impressive total of
3081 Bonaparte’s Gulls (1242 of them
at Rockwood), nearly triple the 10-year
average and the second highest count in
the last 21 years. Lesser Black-backed
Gull continued its high numbers from
last year, with 13 birds being nearly
twice the 10-year average and the second
highest count since first reported 25
years ago. The 49 Glaucous Gulls was a
record high count, the average being but
19. Meanwhile, Great Black-backed
Gull plummeted from a recent average
of 306 birds to a mere 150 this year, the
fewest since 1977.

Inexplicably, given the mild condi-
tions, Mourning Doves declined for the
second year in a row; the 15,645 on 63
counts this year being the second fewest
in the last 25 years, perhaps a reflection
of birds simply not being concentrated
at feeders or feed lots where easily
counted. Several owls were present in
high numbers. The total of 158 Great
Horned Owls was 56 percent above
average and the ninth highest in the last
30 years. And although the Snowy Owl
invasion was highly visible (the 17 birds
at 12 locations being nearly four times
the recent average) it was overshadowed
by the invasions of 1986 and 1987 (26
and 36 birds, respectively). Barred Owl
established a new high count of 60 birds
(nearly double the 10-year average). A
Rufous Hummingbird viewed by many
at a feeder in suburban Grand Rapids,
the fifth Michigan CBC report (all since
1997), had been present since late
September and lingered until at least 7
January.

Northern Flicker (703 birds) and
Pileated Woodpecker (327 birds) were
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both present in record numbers, being
27 percent and 80 percent above
average, respectively. Northern Shrikes
were present in uncommonly good
numbers, the 106 birds at 46 locations
being 1.8 times the 10-year average and
the third highest count in the last 30
years. American Crow and Common
Raven continued their high numbers
from last year; the 44,557 crows setting
an all-time maximum and the 664
ravens being second only to last year’s
793. Horned Larks were unaccountably
scarce, the 523 birds at 28 localities
being just a third of average and the
fourth fewest in the last 30 years. A mere
15 Winter Wrens were detected, about
one-half the normal total, the fewest in
10 years, and the fifth-fewest in 20.
Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler had a
banner year, rebounding from a low of
40 last year to 172, nearly double the
average and the sixth highest number in
30 years. 

As a general rule, the sparrows had a
poor showing this year compared to
their respective 10-year averages, with
American Tree Sparrow down 26
percent, Swamp Sparrow 54 percent,
White-throated Sparrow 55 percent,
White-crowned Sparrow 64 percent,
and Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco 21
percent. Lincoln’s Sparrow provided the
only bright spot in an otherwise drab
outlook for sparrows, with one pho-
tographed at Anchor Bay being just the
second in the last 10 years. Northern
Cardinal also fared poorly this year, the
6536 birds being 17 percent below
average and the fewest in nine years.
Rose-breasted Grosbeak rarely lingers in
Michigan into early winter, having been
reported in just 12 of the previous 30
years, so one at Alpena was unexpected.
Finally, in news unlikely to produce
many tears among birders, House
Sparrow dropped to its lowest total in 13
years and sixth-lowest in 30 years, the
23,781 birds being 18 percent below
average.

Of 63 sightings reviewed, 41 were
accepted (including one that proved to
be a different species than initially

reported) and 22 were rejected (14 due
to lack of documentation, 8 because the
documentation did not support the field
identification). I thank the compilers for
their cooperation and patience in a chal-
lenging year, and Adam M. Byrne and
Jonathan T. Wuepper for their help in
reviewing rare bird reports.

INDIANA
John K. Cassady
915 East Beardsley Avenue

Elkhart, IN 46514

jcassady@frontier.com

Rarely are new species added to the
Indiana’s CBC total, but remarkably,
this season four new additions made
their way on to the list: White-eyed
Vireo, Northern Rough-winged
Swallow, Cape May Warbler, and
Summer Tanager. Some of the other
highlights included Long-tailed Duck,
Pacific Loon, Northern Goshawk, Least
Sandpiper, Barn Owl, Loggerhead Shrike,
Pine Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, Le
Conte’s Sparrow, and Lincoln’s Sparrow.
In addition, 25 different species were
found in record numbers, while very
few species had low counts.

Thirty-nine counts reported data in
Indiana this season, which included 764
field observers and 134 feederwatchers.
A total of 1819 party hours, 184 hours
of feeder observation, and 125 hours of
nocturnal birding resulted in a total of
153 species for the state. For the first
time ever, three Indiana counts had
species totals that hit the century mark:
Goose Pond once again had the highest
number of species (104), followed by
Lake Monroe (102) and Oakland City
(100).

Goose numbers continued to rise
with a record count of Greater White-
fronted Geese (1739), including impres-
sive tallies by Gibson (1154), Knox
County (242), and Goose Pond (233).
Gibson also contributed 19,854 Snow
Geese to a new record total of 24,960
birds. Other noteworthy Snow Goose
counts were provided by Knox County
(3000) and Evansville (1150). Gibson
(9), Goose Pond (2) and Whitewater (1)

contributed to the record count of 12
Ross’s Geese.

Surprisingly, Mute Swan numbers
were down after record counts the past
several years. Gibson (2), Elkhart (1),
and Goose Pond (1) each reported, as
yet “uncountable” Trumpeter Swans,
while Muscatatuck provided the bulk
(52) of this season’s Tundra Swans. Duck
highlights included 13 Blue-winged Teal
from Goose Pond (10) and Lake
Monroe (3), and a record Northern
Shoveler total (958), thanks in no small
part to impressive counts by Oakland
City (503) and Gibson (194). “Sea
ducks” were well represented this season.
A “scoter sweep” included single Surf
Scoters from the Indiana Dunes and
Richmond, White-winged Scoters on
the Dunes (13), Tippecanoe (3), and
Patoka Lake (2) counts, and a lone Black
Scoter from the Dunes. Additionally, a
female Long-tailed Duck was discovered
at Willow Slough (a species rarely
encountered away from Lake Michigan).
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Lake Monroe enjoyed a “three loon
day” with the addition of a Pacific Loon
(Indiana’s sixth CBC record) to their three
Red-throated Loons, and the expected
Commons. The other three Red-throated
Loons came from the Dunes (2) and
Dunes West (1). The Pied-billed Grebe
total (426) was a record high.

Record numbers of vultures lingered
(or wintered), with 278 Black Vultures
(including Spring Mill’s impressive 146)
combining with a new high Turkey
Vulture tally (1000) that included 280
from Spring Mill, 181 from Lake
Monroe, and 90 for Crane Naval.

Bald Eagles are thriving across the
state; this season’s 220 were spread across
34 circles and established a new record
high. Golden Eagle sightings are also on
the rise; a total like this season’s five is
becoming the new norm. The Merlin
total (10) was typical of recent years,
while this season’s 10 Peregrines (includ-
ing Ohio River’s four) established a new
high. A Northern Goshawk from Goose
Pond rounded out the raptor highlights.
The lone Virginia Rail this year came
from the Indiana Dunes. Goose Pond
(9) and Gibson (2) provided “uncount-
able” (though always noteworthy)
Whooping Cranes.

It was a phenomenal season for shore-
birds on the Western Gibson Count.
Not only did they have five Greater
Yellowlegs (establishing a new CBC
high and the first record in 13 years),
but also Indiana’s second ever CBC
Sanderling record (the first in 33 years)
and the only Least Sandpipers (3) of the
season. Perhaps most remarkable was
Gibson’s discovery of an “inland” Purple
Sandpiper. Incredibly, three more Purple
Sandpipers on the Indiana Dunes count
established a new state record total of
four (the only previous Purple
Sandpiper on a CBC was a single bird in
the Dunes 26 years ago)! The 16
American Woodcocks tallied this season
far surpassed the previous high (4).

Gulls seemed particularly scarce after
last season’s fish kill related gull fest on
Lake Michigan. In fact, the state
Herring Gull total (93) was the lowest in

40 years. Five Great Black-backed Gulls
from the Dunes (3) and Dunes West (2)
were the only additions to the regular
species. Eurasian Collared-Doves con-
tinue a slow but steady increase; the
season’s total of 81 was a record, and
included good counts from Knox (28),
Oakland City (19), and Gibson (14). 

Barn Owls are always noteworthy on
an Indiana CBC; this season’s three birds
came from Oakland City (2), and
Spring Mill (1). Snowy Owls made a lot
of news across the country this winter,
and Indiana was not left out; enjoying
their first CBC records in 15 years, the
season’s total of four Snowy Owls tied
the all-time high. Patoka Lake had this
year’s only two Long-eared Owls.

Rufous Hummingbird has become
almost annual on the Indiana CBC, but
this season was the first time two birds
were present, one in Evansville, and the
other in Fort Wayne. Only three counts
had Eastern Phoebe: Lake Monroe (2),
Patoka Lake (1), and Warrick County
(1). Single Loggerhead Shrikes on the
Evansville and Spring Mill counts were
welcome additions after being missed
the past three seasons. This season
noted nine Northern Shrikes, including
two in the Dunes and a count first for
Jamestown. American Crow was one of
the few species with a low total; this
year’s 28,321 crows was the lowest count
in 15 years.

Lingering passerines provided the
biggest surprises for Indiana counts this
season. Terre Haute discovered one of
four new additions to the state’s CBC
list with a beautifully photographed
White-eyed Vireo. Another first was a
late Northern Rough-winged Swallow in
Indianapolis. Oddly, the only Gray
Catbirds that lingered were in the north-
ern tier, with the Dunes and South Bend
providing single birds. This year’s seven
Brown Thrashers was typical. It was a
record season for American Pipits; the
new high total (378) was the result of
Gibson’s impressive 365.

A good year for warblers was led by
Indiana’s first Cape May Warbler at Lake
Monroe. Additionally, Oakland City

had the lone Pine Warbler, while Posey
County found a single Palm Warbler.
The season’s three Common Yellowthroats
were provided by Ohio River (2) and
Elkhart (1). Yellow-rumped Warblers
established a new high total (342).
Topeka provided another of the season’s
big surprises, Indiana’s first CBC record
of Summer Tanager.

It was a good season for sparrow
diversity. Twelve Chipping Sparrows
were tallied, including birds from Terre
Haute (5), Indy (4), Ft. Wayne (2), and
Crane Naval (1). Goose Pond provided
the season’s only three Vesper Sparrows.
Gibson (2) and Goose Pond (2) had Le
Conte’s Sparrows, while the lone
Lincoln’s Sparrow was discovered at
Spring Mill. Knox County provided a
late Indigo Bunting.

Rusty Blackbird, a species of concern,
had its highest total in eight years
(3378), thanks to nice counts by
Evansville (1503), Oakland City (759),
and Gibson (689). As expected, winter
finches were scarce; the season’s only
highlight was Hamilton County’s pair of
Common Redpolls.

WISCONSIN
Carl Schroeder
11807 Spring Lake Road

Kiel, Wisconsin 53042

carlschroeder@tds.net

With a new snow thrower and new
snowshoes, I was all ready for a
Wisconsin winter—but winter never
came. Neither snow thrower nor snow-
shoes made it out of the garage. The lack
of snow cover in the south, early open
waters, and moderate temperatures
throughout kept many species in the
state in greater numbers than normal.

Wisconsin CBCs recorded historical
high counts of Snow Goose, Trumpeter
Swan, Cackling Goose, and Northern
Shoveler. Records also fell for Double-
crested Cormorant, Turkey Vulture,
Bald Eagle, Eurasian Collared-Dove,
Snowy Owl, Gray Jay, Belted Kingfisher,
and Eastern Bluebird.

New Richmond recorded 171
Trumpeter Swans, approaching the total
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of 217Tundra Swans seen in Green Bay.
Off the tip of the Door Peninsula,
Washington Island saw 56 Mute Swans.
Madison had an all-time high 650
Northern Shoveler.

Two Harlequin Ducks were seen in
Milwaukee, where also the only Surf
Scoter and only White-winged Scoter
were seen in the state. Long-tailed
Ducks, continuing in depressed
numbers, were seen on the east coast in
Sheboygan (6), Washington Island (1),
and, surprisingly, inland at Madison (2).
It was a good year for Bufflehead,
topped by 415 in Madison. Usually
circles on the Lake Michigan shoreline
turn up the highest counts of Common
Goldeneye and Bufflehead, but in this
unusual winter Madison, with five large
lakes, reported the most of both species:
415 and 726. Though seen throughout
the winter in several coastal locations,
Barrow’s Goldeneye laid low during the
CBCs. An astounding 6754 Common
Mergansers were found in Green Bay,
the highest single site count ever
recorded.

Spruce Grouse breed in northern
Wisconsin in small numbers but are
rarely seen, especially in winter.
However, the Clam Lake count found
four birds this year, in fact only the third
Wisconsin sighting on a CBC. Sharp-
tailed Grouse have been in decline over
the past several decades and are only
found in several far northwest counties;
none were seen this season. Likewise,
Greater Prairie-Chicken was not
observed during the 112th count.

The Red-throated Loon is seldom
seen in winter, but coastal Sheboygan
(2) and Milwaukee (1) were treated to
this rarity. The uncommon Common
Loon was tallied in Madison (12) but
was only seen in two other circles.
Milwaukee had the only Pied-billed
Grebe, but it was a good year for
Horned Grebe with 11 in Milwaukee,
10 in Madison, and several more at four
other locations. Only four Red-necked
Grebes have ever been seen on
Wisconsin CBCs; two of those were this
year in Waterloo and Madison. Only in

this last decade have American White
Pelicans taken up wintering in Green
Bay, and again this year 10 were
recorded there. Undoubtedly due to the
mild weather, a staggering 952 Double-
crested Cormorants remained in Green
Bay for the CBC, twice the number seen
in the previous 100 years combined. 

Palmyra’s 11 Turkey Vultures were an
all-time high. Cooper’s and Sharp-
shinned hawks have been coming on
strong in the last decade and this year
was the same; Madison led with 28 and
eight, respectively. Only four Northern
Goshawks were seen this year, a disap-
pointing number considering how many
were once seen in the 1980s and 1990s.
Though seen in 33 of the CBCs,
Rough-legged Hawk numbers were
quite low; presumably these hawks were
lingering longer in Canada than usual.
Continuing the developing phenome-
non of the last decade, Golden Eagles
were recorded on five CBCs in central
and western Wisconsin.

The warm weather surely held up
Baraboo’s 5000 Sandhill Cranes from
hastening south. Perhaps causing the
most excitement this winter were the
two overwintering Purple Sandpipers in
Racine. Milwaukee topped the state for
unusual gulls: four Thayer’s, one

Iceland, four Lesser Black-backed, five
Glaucous, and one Great Black-backed.

There was an early flight of Snowy
Owls in December across the state and
the excitement that gripped birders soon
spread to the general public with news
stories about the great white arctic owls.
People who normally paid little atten-
tion to birds were out looking for Snowy
Owls. On the CBCs 18 Snowy Owls
were counted, the most ever in the state,
with La Crosse leading with five.

The Black-backed Woodpecker is a
permanent resident in boreal habitat,
but only one was seen this year, at Clam
Lake. Our other boreal specialty, Gray
Jay, showed up in record-breaking
numbers with 45 in Grantsburg,
another 10 in Clam Lake, and four in
Fifield. No Boreal Chickadees were seen
on CBCs this year, though they are a
year-round resident in northern bogs.

The expansion of Tufted Titmouse in
the past 15 years continued with this
year’s total of 669 birds, the second
highest state total. La Crosse set a single
count record of 108.

A record-shattering 435 Eastern
Bluebirds were seen statewide, led by
Sauk City’s 105. Sauk City also observed
the only Marsh Wren and the first
Vesper Sparrow seen in 15 years.
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Townsend’s Solitaire was seen on three
counts: Medford, Madison, and at
Baraboo’s Devil’s Lake where they have
been regular in recent winters. A Varied
Thrush was seen during count week in
New Richmond, and Beloit found a
Northern Mockingbird. The only
American Pipit stayed around in
Milwaukee long enough to be counted.
A Spotted Towhee was spotted at a
feeder in Wausau. Mount Horeb offered
up a Rose-breasted Grosbeak. A Western
Meadowlark was photographed in
Medford and one other meadowlark,
species unknown, was found in Waterloo.

Northern finches were down across
the board. The few Pine Grosbeaks seen
were in the most northern counts;
Ashland on Lake Superior was at the top
with 32. Purple Finches were wide-
spread but in low numbers; the highest
count found was only 46 in Dykesville.
Medford had 18 Red Crossbills, while
White-winged Crossbills were better
represented with 349 in Wausau.
Medford also saw the most Common
Redpolls followed by Clam Lake. Only
79 Evening Grosbeaks were seen in the
state, half of those in Clam Lake.

ILLINOIS
Paul Sweet
2114 Elisha Avenue

Zion, IL 60099

pwsweetzion@aol.com

After the cold counts Illinois birders
had to contend with the last two years,
an early cold snap in late November and
early December must have seemed
ominous. However, things warmed up
nicely, and only six counts failed to
warm to the freezing mark. Surprisingly,
the coldest count for the state turned
out to be Lake Shelbyville, which only
reached 28 degrees Fahrenheit on count
day. On the other hand, seven counts
exceeded 50, and 14 recorded low tem-
peratures above freezing. Needless to say,
running water was open on all counts,
with only four reporting any freezing,
and only two counts reported still water
as completely frozen. Only 10 counts
reported any snowfall, with a maximum

of three inches at Carlyle. To counter
this, 26 counts reported winds of at least
15 mph, with 15 counts dealing with
winds of at least 20 mph, and four
reporting winds of at least 40 mph. Illini
State Park reported peak winds of 48
mph. This CBC season also followed an
epic fall for western vagrants in the
Midwest, so the total count of 176
species seen on count day (4 more count
week birds) should be no surprise.

Overall, 61 counts reported this year,
with 1067 observers contributing
3230.5 party hours. Despite more
observers, this was fewer party hours
than last year, possibly because of the
high winds so many counts had to deal
with. An additional 171 feeder observers
contributed 378 hours. As always,
Fermilab had the most observers with
138, while Quincy reported the most
feederwatchers with 22. Three counts
reached 100 species, with Union
County’s 107 at the top. Illinois’ first
CBC Mountain Bluebird was at
Collinsville. Other notable finds
included Pacific Loon, Prairie Falcon,
and Spotted Sandpiper at Clinton Lake;

Lesser Yellowlegs and Dunlin at
Meredosia; a California Gull at Chicago
Lakefront; a Rufous Hummingbird at
Chicago Urban; a Cape May Warbler at
Chautauqua; and a Henslow’s Sparrow
photographed at Evanston.

Greater White-fronted Goose numbers
were an impressive 208 percent above the
10-year average, Snow Goose were 77
percent above, and Ross’s Goose numbers
were up 22 percent. Only Cackling
Goose had a below-average year. Cypress
Creek’s 15,216 Greater White-fronted
Geese alone were more than the 10-year
average. Even with the impressive goose
showing, this year might well be termed
the year of the swan—419 swans were
reported, including 181 Mute Swans on
18 counts, 59 Tundra Swans on 10
counts, and a record 174 Trumpeter
Swans, led by Union County with 63.
Most dabbling duck numbers were
higher than last year, with Cypress Creek
reporting impressive totals of Gadwall
(1639), Northern Shoveler (1471), and
Northern Pintail (2149). Pere
Marquette’s 2500 Ring-necked Ducks
led an impressive 8450 state total, while
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all three scoters were reported, including
lone Surf Scoters at Bloomington and
Calumet, eight White-winged at
Waukegan, and a lone Black at
Barrington. Only one Long-tailed duck
was reported (at Evanston). Peoria
reported 880 Ruddy Ducks, leading a
state total of 4028.

Ring-necked Pheasant numbers were
down drastically from last year, with
only 163 reported on 25 counts, and
Newton only reported 11 Greater
Prairie-Chickens this year. Wild Turkeys
were only slightly below last year, but
only 107 Northern Bobwhite were
reported on 14 counts. This is the lowest
total for the species since 1941.

In addition to the Pacific Loon at
Clinton Lake, lone Red-throated Loons
were reported at Chicago Lakefront,
Carlyle (cw), and Springfield (cw).
Chicago Lakefront also had a Red-
necked Grebe, while Springfield
reported a count week Eared Grebe and
Carlyle had a count week Western
Grebe. Eighteen American White
Pelicans were reported on seven counts,
with a high of 12 at Pere Marquette.
Mermet Lake had the only Great Egret,
and Calumet City had 10 of the 17
Black-crowned Night-Herons reported.

A Turkey Vulture was still present at
Schapville in Northern Illinois. Bald
Eagles were down slightly from last year,
likely because of the lack of ice. Three
counts reported lone Golden Eagles,
and 12 reported Merlin. Clinton Lake
had a Prairie Falcon. A Virginia Rail was
at Lisle Arboretum, while Union
County reported three Virginia Rails
and a Sora. A total of 1798 Sandhill
Cranes were reported on eight counts,
including 1367 at Lisle Arboretum. 

Shorebirds were very well represented,
with 77 Wilson’s Snipe on 13 counts,
three American Woodcock at Mermet
Lake, a Spotted Sandpiper at Clinton
Lake, and lone Lesser Yellowlegs and
Dunlin at Meredosia. A California Gull
was reported for the second year in a
row, this time on Chicago Lakefront.
Seven counts reported a total of 15
Thayer’s Gulls, nine counts reported

Lesser Black-backed Gulls, five reported
Glaucous Gulls, and Calumet City
reported the only two Great Black-
backed Gulls.

Eurasian Collared-Doves (369) were
reported on 31 counts, a total only sur-
passed two years ago. Lone Barn Owls
were at Carlyle and Warbluff Valley. Five
counts reported Snowy Owls, including
two at Chicago Lakefront, part of a truly
impressive invasion year. Long-eared
Owls were reported on 11 counts, and
20 Northern Saw-whet’s were reported
on nine counts, including eight at Lisle
Arboretum. A female Rufous
Hummingbird was still present on the
Chicago Urban count—the fifth in state
CBC history.

Thirty-six Eastern Phoebes were seen
on 11 counts this year, including one at
Chicago Urban and two at Barrington.
Loggerhead Shrikes were up as well,
with 12 on nine counts, compared to six
on three counts in 2010. Northern
Shrikes were also up, with 45 seen on 19
counts, including 11 at Fermilab. One
count week White-eyed Vireo was
spotted at Carlyle. A record 334,685
American Crows were counted, one of
eight species to be recorded in every
count circle. The 238,000 reported at
Middlefork River Valley were more than
the entire state finds in most years! Two
counts reported Fish Crows, with six at
Union County.

Kankakee Valley had a lingering
count week Northern Rough-winged
Swallow, and Rend Lake had a Barn
Swallow. Four counts reported House
Wrens, three reported Sedge Wrens, and
four reported Marsh Wrens. As men-
tioned, a Mountain Bluebird was still
present at Collinsville. Five Gray
Catbirds were reported on three counts.
Brown Thrashers were reported on 16
counts.

Warblers were present in surprising
numbers, including three Orange-
crowned on two counts, a Cape May
photographed at Chautauqua, nine Pine
Warblers on five counts, two Palm
Warblers at Lisle Arboretum, and lone
Common Yellowthroats on two counts. 

A Henslow’s Sparrow was pho-
tographed at Evanston. Five counts
reported Lincoln’s Sparrows. Three
counts reported solo Indigo Buntings,
and Mermet Lake reported two
Dickcissels. Union County reported 20
Western Meadowlarks. Twenty Brewer’s
Blackbirds were reported on six counts,
led by 11 at Collinsville. Thirty-six Red
Crossbills were reported on five counts,
with Union County in far southern
Illinois reporting 22. Only two counts
reported White-winged Crossbills, and
only eight counts reported Common
Redpolls. The last two species moved
into the area in numbers in January.
Pine Siskins actually exceeded last year’s
total with 1044 reported on 27 counts.
Only two counts reported Evening
Grosbeaks, although Thorn Creek had a
flock of 15. Eurasian Tree Sparrows were
only reported from 16 counts this year,
down from the 19 last year.

MINNESOTA
Carl Greiner
1616 Hill Street S.W.

Chatfield, MN 55923

cgreiner@mchsi.com

The 2011–2012 Minnesota CBC was
one of the warmest on record. The
lowest temperature was a balmy 5
degrees Fahrenheit; last year the low was
minus 25 degrees. There were 14 counts
that recorded high temperatures over 40
degrees, with the high being 48 degrees
at Austin. This is about 14 more counts
than normal with temperatures over 40
degrees Fahrenheit. Snow cover was also
not very Minnesota-like; last year the
average snow depth for the whole state
was 14.6 inches, and this year the
average was less than an inch (0.91). The
deepest snow, nine inches, was in
Isabella. Last year there were two counts
with more than four feet of snow. Open
still water is usually difficult to find on
the Minnesota CBC, this year most of
the count circles contained open water.
The mild winter contributed to
increases in participation (811 to 880),
total count (183,704 to 401,796),
number of counts (47 to 48), party
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hours (2234 to 2406), and number of
species (131 to 142). No new species
were recorded. 

Only the Mute Swan, Greater Scaup,
Harlequin Duck, Turkey Vulture,
Northern Hawk Owl, and Short-eared
Owl were on last year’s count and not
observed this year. The following species
were on this year’s count and not last
season: Greater White-fronted Goose,
American Wigeon, Blue-winged Teal,
Northern Shoveler, Barrow’s Goldeneye,
Ruddy Duck, Common Loon, Horned
Grebe, Double-crested Cormorant,
Osprey, Franklin’s Gull, Black-legged
Kittiwake, Long-eared Owl, Boreal
Owl, Carolina Wren, Ruby-crowned
Kinglet, Gray Catbird, Spotted Towhee,
Eastern Towhee, Chipping Sparrow,
Field Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, and
Rose-breasted Grosbeak.

Not surprisingly, with the presence of
open water across the state, waterfowl
were tremendously increased over last
year. In fact, last year the entire total
count was only 183,704 for all species,
while this year we had 201,510 Canada
Geese alone. The Trumpeter Swan
recovery project has been very successful
and we counted 2233. No Harlequin
Ducks were observed on the counts, but
we did record four species of goose, two
species of swans, and 21 duck species.
There were also three Common Loons,
three Pied-billed Grebes, a Horned
Grebe, 11 American White Pelicans, 10
Double-crested Cormorants, 11 Great
Blue Herons, 71 Coots, 40 Belted
Kingfishers, and an Osprey observed. A
Sandhill Crane and a Wilson’s Snipe
were observed during count week. A
Black-legged Kittiwake was observed in
Duluth to round out an impressive list
of gulls (Franklin’s, Ring-billed,
Herring, Thayer’s, Iceland, Glaucous,
and Great Black-backed).

Perhaps due to the abundance of
habitat with no snow cover or a poor
breeding season due to last year’s hard
winter, numbers of upland gamebirds
decreased. Only one Gray Partridge was
counted, and Ring-necked Pheasants
decreased from 2078 to 237. Sharp-tailed

Grouse were down from 37 to 24,
Greater Prairie-Chickens from 93 to 23,
and Wild Turkeys from 2315 to 1757.
Ruffed and Spruce grouse numbers
slightly increased. Raptors numbers
changed little, with the exception of
Bald Eagle, which jumped from 671 to
967 this year, most likely due to the
abundance of open water.

As for gulls, abundance changes
included Ring-billed increased from 19
to 300, Herring from 1883 to 2222,
Glaucous from 2 to 13, and there was a
Black-legged Kittiwake. Eurasian
Collared-Doves continue their slow
expansion into Minnesota, increasing
from 102 last year to 113 this year and
reaching as far North as Grand Rapids,
Fergus Falls, and Morris. Rock Pigeons
were greatly increased from last year,
moving from 10,148 to 12,375.
Mourning Doves were very slightly
decreased.

This year there were five Great Gray
Owls observed, up from one last year.
Notably no Northern Hawk Owls were
located; last year there were eight. This
year there was a continent-wide explo-
sion of Snowy Owls with an increase in
Minnesota, from three last year to nine
this year. Although this is a respectable
number, there have been multiple years
with more than 10 Snowies in
Minnesota. In 1979, Duluth alone had
12. Great Horned Owls were down

from 84 last year to 65 this year. The rest
of the owls were at about the same levels
as last year. Long-eared Owls were
observed in Cottonwood and St. Paul
NE Suburban, while a Boreal Owl was
recorded in Grand Marais. With the
exception of the Northern Flicker (77,
up from 40 last year) all of the wood-
peckers slightly decreased. 

Northern Shrikes were up slightly,
improving on the recent trend (2007,
206; 2008, 108; 2009, 73; 2010, 151;
this year, 154). Observers also reported a
large drop in Blue Jays (4796 to 3723)
and a large increase in both American
Crow (15,549 to 21,820) and Common
Raven (922 to 1032). Gray Jays and
Black-billed Magpies held steady.

Horned Larks were down from 531 to
418. Both Boreal and Black-capped
chickadees increased. Tufted Titmouse
was down from 61 last year to 32 this
year. Red-breasted Nuthatch was up
slightly, while White-breasted was down
slightly. Brown Creeper was almost
double last year’s count. There was a
Carolina Wren at Wild River and a
Winter Wren in Bloomington. Ruby-
crowned Kinglets were observed in
Grand Marais and Fergus Falls, and
Golden-crowned Kinglets were up from
13 last year to 34 this year. Thrushes and
allies (Eastern Bluebird, Townsend’s
Solitaire, Hermit, American Robin,
Varied, Gray Catbird, and Brown
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Thrasher) were generally less than last
year. The bluebirds were down from 76
to 57 and the robins from 3205 to 2449. 

European Starlings profited from the
mild winter as they increased from
14,153 last year to 23,230 this year, an
increase of more than 9000. The
waxwings are an interesting story. Last
year, Bohemian Waxwings made it as far
south as Red Wing and 3619 were
counted statewide. Only 907 Cedar
Waxwings were counted. This year, the
roles were reversed with 4142 Cedar
Waxwings and only 880 Bohemian. The
Bohemians were only observed in the far
north (Roseau, Baudette, Grand Marais,
and Duluth).

Yellow-rumped Warblers were
recorded in Bloomington, Cedar Creek
Bog, Excelsior, Rochester, St. Cloud-
Collegeville, and Two Harbors. Austin
had a Spotted Towhee and Winona had
an Eastern Towhee. There were nine
sparrow species tallied (American Tree,
Chipping, Field, Fox, Song, Swamp,
White-throated, Harris’s, and White-
crowned). Dark-eyed Juncos and
Lapland Longspurs slightly increased.
Snow Buntings were dramatically
decreased from 6397 last year to 1515
this year. Northern Cardinals were down
from 3087 to 1894. A Rose-breasted
Grosbeak was observed in St. Paul
North. Participants counted 397 Red-
winged Blackbirds, and Rusty
Blackbirds increased from 23 to 103. A

Brewer’s Blackbird was observed in
Northwest McLeod. Grackles and cow-
birds were both recorded.

Only 12 Red Crossbills were counted,
down one from last year. There were
1010 White-winged Crossbills, rebound-
ing from last year’s dismal 84 (2009 had
1377). Likewise, Common Redpolls
bounced back after a low of 873 in 2009;
counters noted 1409 last year and 3345
this year. Three Hoary Redpolls were
counted. Pine Siskin numbers were down
from 1047 to 445, and Purple Finches
were down from 375 last year to 239
this year. House Finches and American
Goldfinches were essentially steady.
Evening Grosbeaks increased for the third
year in a row (112, 211, 245). There were
3692 fewer House Sparrows this year.

IOWA
Chris Caster
1813 Liberty Lane

Coralville, IA 52241

The 2011–2012 CBC included 29
counts from Iowa. Davenport (91) pro-
duced the highest species count. Other
high counts included Keokuk (87),
Burlington and Saylorville (85), Clinton
(82), Green Island (81), and Shenandoah
(77). Spirit Lake (58) led the northern
counts. Although Iowa saw subzero
temps in early December, the CBC
period was exceedingly mild, and only
Dubuque reported any snow cover. The
statewide species total was a record 145. 

Iowa had its share of Snowy Owls this
winter and eight birds were found on six
counts, three at Spirit Lake alone. A
Palm Warbler at Davenport was new to
the Iowa CBC. Orange-crowned
Warbler hadn’t been seen in 25 years,
but one was found on the Green Island
count in Illinois. White-winged Doves
were at Shenandoah for the second
straight year. The Westfield count
managed to find a Black-billed Magpie
after missing it last season. Other good
birds included 10 Sandhill Cranes and a
Bonaparte’s Gull at Davenport, a Blue-
winged Teal at Rathbun, a Turkey
Vulture at Iowa City, a Yellow-headed
Blackbird at Clinton, a Marsh Wren at
Shenandoah, Red Crossbills at
Muscatine, Chipping Sparrows at
Keokuk, and a count week Iceland Gull
at Dubuque. The most notable miss was
Northern Goshawk, which had been
missed only once previously in the last
25 years.

It was a banner year for waterfowl. All
our regular geese were at or near record
numbers as were Trumpeter and Tundra
swans. Dabblers were at their best
numbers in five years. Divers were about
average, but Canvasbacks rebounded
from a decade low to record numbers.
Bufflehead also posted a decade high.
Six White-winged Scoters at Keokuk
was a record. Six Surf Scoters over three
counts was a near record. Two Long-
tailed Ducks were at Burlington.

The only Gray Partridges were five at
Ames. Ring-necked Pheasant numbers
reached their lowest numbers in 25 years.
Decorah had the only Ruffed Grouse.
Best counts for Northern Bobwhite were
Shenandoah and Rathbun. Six Common
Loons were found on four counts, and
the most in a decade. Seven Golden
Eagles was a new high, with three at
DeSoto N.W.R. Northern Harriers,
Red-shouldered, and Red-tailed hawks
all had big years. Merlin set a new high.
Gull numbers were good. Two Lesser
Black-backed and eight Glaucous Gulls
were found. Eurasian Collared-Doves
again established a new high. By con-
trast, Mourning Doves had their lowest
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count in a decade. Eastern Screech-Owls
had their second best count in 20
years—kudos to Rathbun for locating
19. Northern Saw-whet Owls had their
best year ever.

Belted Kingfishers had their best
count in five seasons. After an excep-
tional count last year, Red-headed
Woodpecker numbers fell well below
their 10-year average. Pileated
Woodpeckers set a new high. Northern
Shrikes were at near record numbers.
Probably due to a lack of snow cover,
Horned Larks were hard to find. Red-
breasted Nuthatches were uncommon
also. Brown Creepers and Winter Wrens
were in very good numbers. Ruby-
crowned Kinglets were on four counts.
It was an average year for thrushes.
Mockingbirds were at Green Island and
Burlington. Brown Thrashers were at
Dallas County and Burlington. No cat-
birds were found. 

Spotted Towhees were at Sioux City,
DeSoto N.W.R., and Shenandoah.
Eastern Towhees were at Decorah and
Davenport. American Tree Sparrows
were abundant. Savannah Sparrows were
at record numbers. Lapland Longspurs
were below average, while Snow
Buntings were their lowest in a decade.
Red-winged Blackbirds rebounded from
a 20-year low to their best in five. No
Brewer’s Blackbirds were reported. Pine
Siskin and American Goldfinch
numbers were up slightly. A lone
Common Redpoll was at Davenport.
Eurasian Tree Sparrows were again at
record numbers and continue their
expansion. New to the Cedar Rapids
count, 29 were found there this season.

MISSOURI
Randy L. Korotev
800 Oakbrook Lane

Saint Louis, MO 63132-4807

rlkorotev@artsci.wustl.edu

Missouri recorded 24 CBCs this
season, down three from recent years.
The average temperature was 40 degrees
Fahrenheit (range: 22 to 60) and there
was no snow anywhere. In total, 152
species were observed.

A Black-legged Kittiwake at Maryville
and a Common Ground-Dove at
Weldon Spring represent first Missouri
CBC records. Several other species were
only observed on only one count: Long-
tailed Duck (2, Kansas City), Eared
Grebe (1, Horton-Four Rivers), Black-
crowned Night-Heron (1, Columbia),
Prairie Falcon (1, Horton-Four Rivers),
Virginia Rail (1, Columbia), Least
Sandpiper (1, Columbia), Franklin’s
Gull (1, Mingo), Fish Crow (1, Mingo),
Tree Swallow (1, Mingo), Sedge Wren
(1, Cole Camp Prairies), Pine Warblers
(1, Mingo), Vesper Sparrow (1, Jefferson
City), Rose-breasted Grosbeak (1,
Grand River), and Baltimore Oriole (1,
Columbia).

High numbers of birds include 24300
Greater White-fronted Goose (11
counts), 928,000 Snow Geese (12
counts), 446 American White Pelican
(423 at Confluence), 234 Red-shoul-
dered Hawks (20 counts), 55 Rough-
legged Hawks (11 counts), seven
Sandhill Cranes (2 counts), four Snowy
Owls (2 counts), 523 American Pipits (4
counts), 800 Savannah Sparrows (18
counts), 176 Western Meadowlarks (8
counts), and 3.5 million Common
Grackles (Columbia). Red-tail and
kestrel numbers were typical. Only 11
Loggerhead and three Northern Shrikes
were reported. Species occurring in sub-
stantially lower-than usual numbers
include Northern Bobwhite, Northern
Flicker, Blue Jay, Horned Lark, Song
Sparrow, and White-throated Sparrow.

There were no reports of Greater Prairie-
Chicken, Northern Goshawk, Greater
Roadrunner, or Snow Bunting. Bald
Eagles (878) and Eastern Bluebirds (2533)
were seen on all 24 counts. Winter erratic
passerines occurred in low numbers. The
only report of Red-breasted Nuthatch
was five at Knob Noster. A total of 910
Lapland Longspurs were reported from
eight counts and 39 Pine Siskins on three
counts. Introduced Trumpeter Swans
occurred on six counts (500 birds) and
Eurasian Collared-Doves occurred on
15 counts (153 birds).

Six counts recorded 90 or more
species, with 104 at Columbia. A record
463 observers were in the field, with 22
watching feeders.
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Long-tailed Duck (Clangula hyemalis) female, Kansas City, Missouri.  Photo/Mike Stoakes


