
With the generous support of our committed 
donors, Audubon is protecting birds and the 
places they need. Here are a few of our most 
important victories over the past 12 months:

1.  We Secured Four Clean Energy Wins in 
Six Months. In Arkansas and South Carolina, 
Audubon helped expand access to solar energy. 
And in New York and Washington states, we 
helped pass two of the country’s strongest 
climate policies, with the states working to 
create 100 percent clean energy economies by 
2050 and 2045, respectively.

2.  We Published a Groundbreaking Climate 
Report: Survival by Degrees: 389 Bird Species 
on the Brink. Audubon’s new science reveals 

that two-thirds of North American bird species 
are at risk of extinction from climate change — 
but by taking action now, we can help improve 
the future for 76 percent of the species at risk.

3.  We Worked to Protect Migratory Birds and 
All the Places They Nest, Breed, and Feed. 
Audubon’s Migratory Bird Initiative is elevating 
the best available migration science, informing 
policy advocacy at local, state, and federal 
levels, and strengthening connections among 
key stakeholders to help drive conservation 
where it’s most needed. 
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Litigation is generally not Audubon’s first choice 
— but it is an important tool in our toolbox to 
protect the most important places birds need. 
And now, more than ever, we must fight to 
defend them. Here’s what is happening with 
Audubon’s recent litigation efforts.

Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
National Audubon Society v. Dept. of the Interior 

In 2017, the Trump administration abruptly 
reversed decades of government policy with a 
new interpretation of the Migratory Bird Treaty 
Act (MBTA) that lets companies off the hook  
for unintentional bird deaths caused by  
industrial activity.

In 2018, Audubon and partners filed a federal suit 
to defend the MBTA. And while the government 
worked to get the case dismissed this past 
summer, the U.S. District Court in New York ruled 
that it should proceed. 

In the coming months, our coalition will ask the 
court to find in our favor based only on the papers 
before it, without taking the case to trial — and to 
reinstate the prior interpretation of the MBTA. 
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Audubon Escalates Efforts in Court to Protect Birds

Izembek National Wildlife Refuge 
Friends of Alaska National Wildlife 
Refuges v. Bernhardt 

In January 2019, Audubon and partners 
filed suit challenging government efforts 
to construct a road through Alaska’s 
Izembek peninsula, which supports 
hundreds of thousands of waterfowl, 
including 98 percent of the global 
population of the Pacific Black Brant, as 
well as other bird species and wildlife. 

Though the court ruled in our favor 
in March, by summer the Trump 
administration had entered a new land 
exchange agreement to facilitate the 
construction of the road. Our coalition 
has filed another lawsuit challenging 
the land swap, which bypasses 
environmental review, public process, 
and congressional approval.
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Prince of Wales Island 
Southeast Alaska Conservation Council v. U.S. 
Forest Service 

In May, Audubon and partners filed suit 
against the U.S. Forest Service to stop logging 
on Prince of Wales Island. The effort, which 
would include thousands of acres of old-
growth timber in Tongass National Forest, 
would be the largest logging project in the 
national forest system. 

Our lawsuit argues that the Forest  
Service is violating the National 
Environmental Policy Act and failing to 
comply with its own management plan for 
the Tongass. And in late September, the court 
granted an injunction, stopping all  
road construction and logging while the 
lawsuit proceeds. 

Sage Grouse 
Montana Wildlife Federation v. Bernhardt 

After the Department of the Interior issued 
leases for oil and gas development in the 
heart of Greater Sage-Grouse habitat, 
Audubon joined a federal lawsuit  
challenging the move. 

Our suit argues that the federal government 
broke the law by disregarding commitments 
made in a landmark 2015 agreement for 
conserving 68 million acres of sagebrush lands 
that requires leasing and drilling be prioritized 
away from Greater Sage-Grouse habitat. 

In July, Audubon and partners released a 
report documenting the negative impacts the 
new policy is already having. The briefing is 
scheduled to be completed by February 2020.
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Seamounts and Puffins 
Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association 
et al. v. Wilbur J. Ross Jr. 

Audubon filed a friend-of-the-court 
brief in federal court to protect the 
Northeast Canyons and Seamounts 
Marine National Monument from 
commercial fishing interests challenging 
the area’s designation as a  
national monument. 

This first U.S. Atlantic marine monument 
covers approximately 4,900 square 
miles of land and water off the New 
England Coast, including multiple 
undersea canyons and mountains 
— features that create a unique 
ecosystem and support diverse marine 
life. Audubon’s discovery that Maine’s 
threatened Atlantic Puffins relied 
on the remote area for winter food 
was instrumental in establishing the 
monument and drawing its boundaries. 

The court heard oral arguments in 
October, and we are now awaiting  
a decision.
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4.  We Reached Historic Agreements, Protected 
Habitats, and Secured Major Wins for Birds. 
Audubon worked strategically to: pass a 
Drought Contingency Plan to protect 400 
bird species that rely on the Colorado River; 
gain vital protections for migratory birds in 
California; oppose drilling in the National Arctic 
Wildlife Refuge; protect threatened sage-grouse 
habitat in the West; ensure adequate water 
flow to Utah’s Great Salt Lake and its wetlands; 
secure funding for invasive plant removal 
and wastewater infrastructure in AZ; identify 
priority conservation areas for disappearing 
North American grassland birds; and continue 
defending the Migratory Bird Treaty Act in court. 

5.  We Launched Programs and Initiatives 
that Benefit Birds and People. Audubon has 
expanded its international work into Canada’s 
Boreal Forest, taking a giant step toward 
protecting the billions of birds that rely on 
northern boreal forests, wetlands, lakes, and 
rivers that span from Alaska across Canada to 
Newfoundland. And we announced our Gulf 
Restoration Plan, which will help the Gulf of 
Mexico recover from the devastating Deepwater 
Horizon Oil Spill. 

6.   We Opened a Cutting Edge Nature Center: 
John James Audubon Center at Mill Grove. 
The museum and nature-based facility offers 
interactive ways to explore the legacy of John 
James Audubon and promises to be ‘the nest 
thing’ in art, conservation, and education for the 
Greater Philadelphia area. 

7.  We Expanded our Reach. Audubon officially 
launched our Audubon on Campus program, 
and we already have 70 chapters that are 
either established or in the works, providing 
educational, advocacy, networking, and career 
development opportunities to college and 
university campuses across the country. 
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Because of your extraordinary support 
of Audubon, I also want to let you know 
about an exciting new campaign, the 
Audubon Action Fund, which will 
focus on passing important state and 
federal climate policies in 2020 and 
beyond. Stay tuned!  

Audubon’s Top Successes from 2019 (continued)
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